107 Year Old Returns to Mississippi
By Sumire Kunieda of Digital News Group
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“The moment I found the article, the focus of the film
I had been thinking about for a long time had been
settled." Mamie's son, film producer Tarabu Kirkland
visiting from United States responded to our
interview.

“The story of Hartfield, which my mother told me
over and over again, really happened, and she
survived for 100 years with the trauma. It became
clear to me that the stories my mother told were part
of a much larger and important story. Our

mothers were refugees created by the terror of racial
violence." This was the moment when the
documentary film "“100 Years from Mississippi" was
born.

Then Mamie’s family migrates to the midwestern
state of Illinois, where they became embroiled in
racial violence. White people burned down black
neighborhoods, killing hundreds of people.

Mamie witnesses a black man being shot dead after
being warned to stop. The man was deaf.

They then fled to Ohio, where members of

the KKK (Ku Klux Klan) burned a cross in front of
her house. The family fled further north, eventually
settling in New York state near Canada.

The highlight of the movie is Mamie's return to
Mississippi.

"I erased Mississippi from my mind." Mamie was
resisting, but in September 2015 she made up her
mind. She returned to her hometown with her son and
prayed at the spot where Hartfield was lynched.

She was 107 years old.
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"I'm not scared anymore." Mamie's expression
recorded in the video was full of confidence. "It's
important to tell people what happened 100 years
ago, because [ was there.”

"My mother was a witness to racial violence, and she
testified about her experience. She publicly declared
that no human being should ever be treated that way."
Tarabu looks back on his mother, who passed away at
the age of 111.

As time has passed, the status of black people has
improved, but they are far from equal. In addition, a
growing number of states are restricting the teaching
of racial issues and the history of the civil rights
movement in schools, fearing that some (white)
children may lack self-esteem. There is a growing
movement to complain that books such as “The
Bluest Eye" by Toni Morrison, a black Nobel Prize-
winner in literature, are problematic and to ban them
from libraries.

Tarabu has a sense of crisis. "This is a dangerous
attempt to erase what we remember. We must resist
it.”

You might think that there is no such severe

discrimination in Japan, but is that really the
case?

Some people try to deny the fact that Koreans and
Chinese were massacred after the Great Kanto
Earthquake 100 years ago. Arson and violence
targeting specific races and ethnic groups, as well as
hate speech that hurls discriminatory words such as
“die" and “get out of Japan” continue.

Their behavior is not far different from white
supremacists in the United States. “Mississippi” is
still there.
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